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seem meet." Shall seem meet, indeed! This paragraph I con-
sider is most preposterous : I can hardly believe that such a rule
could be framed by any medical committee. Are medical men
so stupid and bigoted that they cannot regulate their own affairs,
and must need put themselves under the protection of priestly
tyrants ?

If the laws as at present proposed are to be established, they
had better be designated as belonging to the Church of England
Medical Benevolent College-a College founded only for medical
men belonging to the Church of England. I, as a Dissenter,
protest against them, and would recommend all other Dissenters
to do likewise, or else they will find in the course of time, to
their cost, that they have supported an institution to which only
Church of England men will be permitted to enter. Why should
not the pensioners be allowed to go to any church or chapel they
may feel most inclined, and more consonant to their religious
tendencies? The scholars could be taken (as at most schools) to
the parish church.

I sincerely trust that the great object of the Benevolent Col-
lege&mdash;the relief of our poor brethren-will not be injured by the
bigoted and retrograde tendencies of religious intolerance.

I remain, Sir, yours very truly,
M.D., AND " AN ADMIRER OF

London, April, 1852. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM."

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I wish to direct your attention, and that of the profes-

sion in general, through the medium of your invaluable journal,
to the present regulations for the admission of candidates to the
fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons.

It appears, from the College by-laws, that no person is eligible
to be a fellow, unless he have been engaged s’ix years in the ac-
quisition of professional knowledge, three of which must be

spent at some hospital or school in London. Now, Sir, I had
hoped, some time or other, to have seen myself elevated to the
rank of a fellow ; but because my medical and surgical knowledge
has been acquired within the walls of a provincial school, because
I have never trod foot within the walls of a London hospital,
however extensive my acquirements may be, I am excluded from
the fellowship, and must perpetually consent to take my stand as
a member of the College.

I cannot think, Sir, that you will disagree with me, when I
assert that we who have studied in provincial schools are un-
justly treated. We may have followed up the arduous and

responsible posts imposed on us as students and practitioners ; we
may have carried out to the letter every scientific object, and
satisfied ourselves by the most careful research of every truth in
our profession; but still, simply and solely because we cannot
boast of having been pupils of a member of the College Council,
we must rest contented always to remain a grade below the
pures.

I am, Sir. your obedient servant,
A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE

May, 1852. OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, &C.

CONCURRENT VARIOLA AND VACCINIA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I collect from the pages of THE LANCET, that con-
siderable interest at present attaches to the merits of Dr. Jenner’s
valuab’e discovery. Towards the settlement of the discussion
still pending as to the perfect prophylaxis of vaccination, every
case bearing upon the point at issue comes to be of value; and,
accordingly, having observed a case by Dr. Robert Fowler,
reported in THE LANCET of May 8th, I venture to add another,
not very di-similar, which occurred lately in my own practice.
On thu 13th of April last, I vaccinated a healthy female child,

aged five months. At the ordinary interval vesicles appeared,
of a large size, and well filled with lymph. So far, and for
several succeeding days, everything seemed most favourable to
the patient’s future exemption from variola. But on the ninth

day after the maturation of the vaccine vesicles, I was suddenly
called to attend the child, whom I found labouring under a mild
but decided attack of variola. A large crop of small pustules
gradually formed, and spread over the limbs and face particularly,
attended with a considerable degree of constitutional secondary
fever. The eruption presented all the usual characters, and
pursued the usual course of modified small-pox. The patient had
a good recovery.

A good many cases of small-pox had occurred in the city, and
a few in the nrighbourhood, about the same time. I am inclined
to think, in explanation of what happened in this case, that, not-
withstanding the maturation of the vaccine vesicles, the virus had
not completely permeated the patient’s system before the infection
of epidemic small-pox had been received.

I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.
ROBERT TOD, Surgeon.Gilmore-place, Edinburgh, May, 1852.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE
ASSURANCE OFFICES.

JOHN A. BOLTON, M.R.C.S.E.

ASSURANCE OF OFFICES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The list you occasionally publish of those offices whose
directors do find in their hearts generosity and honesty enough
to pay medical men for telling them whether they will make or
lose money by their speculations, contains the name of the
Norwich Union.
The enclosed note, addressed to me by its Newcastle agents,

Messrs. Laws and Glynn, will be sufficient, I presume, to warrant
you in henceforth withdrawing it from the list of honourable
offices. I shall not trouble you with the correspondence usual
in such cases, but express a hope that you will be able to find
room in your next number for the insertion of their letter, and
subjoin myself

Your obedient servant,
Ebchester, Durham.

Norwich Union Office, April 30, 1852.
SIR,&mdash;The application to you was made by us in the form we

address to friends of the parties, and not to you as the medical
adviser of Mr. -, and we presume you will not therefore insist
on a fee. In no case have we instructions to pay more than
the regular surgeon employed by the office. The insured pay
their own referees.

Your obedient servants,
Mr. Bolton, Ebehester. LAWS & GLYNN.

Medical News.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;The following
gentlemen, having undergone the necessary examinations for
the diploma, were admitted members of the College at the
meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 14th inst.:-

BEDDOME, HENRY SEpTiMcs, Hudson’s Bay.
CLARKE, RICHARD, Beccles, Suffolk.
DRINKWATER, J AMES PRATCHETT, Shrewsbury.
GURNEY, RICHARD ANTHONY FREDERICK, Lilburn, North-

amptonshire.
HANNA, HARRISON, Belfast.
HILDIGE, JAMES GRAHAM, Dublin.
LAMBERT, GEORGE PROwD, Enfield.
LUCAS, ROBERT, Bottisham, Cambridgeshire.
MUGLISTON, GEORGE THOMAS WILLIAM, Westham, Essex.
SHEPHERD, WILLIAM ASHTON, H.E.I. Co.’s Service.
SOWERBY, THOMAS, Loughborough.
WADSWORTH, GODFREY BINGLEY, Warwick-st., Regent-st.

At the same meeting of the Court, Messrs. AUGUSTUS RICHARD
PRESTON and RICHARD JAGO SQUIRE passed their examinations
for naval surgeons. These gentlemen had previously been
admitted members of the College, their diplomas bearing date
respectively February 20, 1846, and July 17, 1846.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise, on

Thursday, May 13th, 1852.
BALDING, DANIEL BAILEY, Barkway, Herts.
BALL, TERTIUS, Liverpool.
BROWN, ALEXANDER, H.E.LC.S., Steeple Bumpstead, Essex.
HEMINGWAY, EDWARD VAVASOUR, Leeds.
LANKESTER, HENRY, Poole, Dorset.
MANLEY, JOHN, Hurst-green. Sussex.
OGILVIE, WILLIAM MACKAY, R.N., Boughton Blean, Kent.

CUSTOMS MEDICAL INSPECTOR. - The Board of
Customs have ordered Dr. Me William, their medical officer,
to take the title of " Customs Medical Inspector." Dr.
MeWilliam has to attend the officers of customs, and also the
coast guard.
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THE MILITIA BILL AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
- In the House of Commons, a motion was made on Monday
night, to prevent the exemption of peers from the operation
of the Militia Bill.

For the motion ............ 96

Against it ............ 162

As soon as this motion had been lost, and the House had
therefore determined that peers should remain exempt by the
42nd of Geo. 3., Mr. WAKLEY claimed an exemption for legally-
qualified medical practitioners, and moved the following
proviso:&mdash;" That any legally-qualified member of the medical
profession actually practising shall be exempt from liability
to serve in the militia to be raised under this Bill."

For the exemption ......... 77
Against it ............ 167

So that peers are exempt, but medical practitioners are not.
STATISTICS OF CANCER.-The Professor of Surgery

(Mr. Paget) in his first lecture upon Malignant Tumours, at
the Royal College of Surgeons, made the startling announce-
ment, that persons operated upon for cancer died, upon an
average, thirteen months sooner of their disease than those
who were not operated upon. The average was taken from
upwards of sixty cases, at the same time omitting all those
who died from the immediate effects of the operation.
THE SERPENTINE IN HYDE PARK.&mdash;A deputation,

consisting of Dr. Arthur Wilson, Dr. Woolley, Dr. Tilt, Dr. ’
W. V. Pettigrew, Mr. Baker, and Mr. John Lilwall, at-
tended, on the 15th instant, at the Office of Works, upon
the subject of the stagnant and dangerous condition of the
Serpentine. Mr. Lilwall, Dr. Woolley, Dr. Tilt, Dr. Pet-
tigrew, and Mr. Baker, severally urged upon the First Com-
missioner the necessity of attending to the state of the Serpen-
tine, which was in a most filthy condition; and particularly as
to an additional supply of water being furnished to it. His
Lordship several times acknowledged the necessity of the
whole subject receiving early and careful attention, and pro-
mised that the additional supply of water should be imme-
diately seen to. The deputation then withdrew, apparently
much pleased with the courtesy and cordiality with which his
lordship had received them.

APPOINTMENTS.&mdash;Dr. Edwin Howard has been ap-
pointed Physician to the Farringdon Dispensary.-Mr. Erle
Clark has been elected surgeon to the Worcester Infirmary.
THE ROYAL GENERAL DISPENSARY.&mdash;The number

of patients admitted last quarter to this institution was 4865.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. - Messrs. Truman,
Hanbury, Buxton, and Co., the eminent brewers, have con-
tributed the handsome sum of &pound;105, as a donation, towards
the re-building and endowment fund of the above hospital, in
Portugal-street, Lincoln’s Inn-fields, the foundation stone of
the new building of which is to be laid by the Earl of Elles-
mere (the president of the institution) next month. Her

Majesty the Queen has, in addition to former liberal contribu-
tions towards the specific object, given one hundred guineas.
PURE WATER SUPPLY FOR THE SOUTHERN POR-

TIONS OF THE METROPOLIS.&mdash;During the present week the
directors of the Lambeth Water Company have issued special
notices to all their customers on the south side of the metro-
polis, that for the future they will be plentifully supplied with
pure filtered water, from their new works at Seething Wells,
near Ditton, at the same time recommending the house-
keepers to properly cleanse all cisterns and water-butts for its
immediate reception.
THE STAMP OF INIQUITY.&mdash;The Government Stamp

on a box of quack pills.&mdash;Punch.
MUNIFICENT LEGACY.-The treasurer of the Royal

Orthopaedic Hospital, in Bloomshury-square, has just received
the munificent sum of 5001., being a bequest to the funds of the
institution by the late Mr. Alexander Mackenzie.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;The Lord Mayor,
sheriffs, trustees, &c., visited this hospital last week, according
to annual custom. They were accompanied over the different
wards by the officers of the institution, with the arrangements
and improvements of which they expressed the utmost satis-
faction. A few ladies and gentlemen, but not the public, were
admitted. The hospital was founded by Rahere in 1007, and
rebuilt by Henry VIII.

NEW MEDICAL COLLEGE. - A highly respectable
meeting of the medical practitioners, residing in Kensington
and Chelsea, was held in the Vestry-room of the Holy Trinity,
Brompton, on Monday evening, the 10th inst., Francis Godrich,
Esq., churchwarden, in the chair. After some judicious
remarks from the chairman and Mr. Propert, Mr. Pollard
moved the following:&mdash;" That in the opinion of this meeting it
is most desirable to promote and support the building of the
proposed Medical Benevolent College, and that a committee
be forthwith appointed to carry these objects into effect-to
consist of the following gentlemen:&mdash;Messrs, Godrich, C. and
E. Pollard, Guazzaroni, Hillas, Mould, Baines, Grant, Jennett,
Barnes, Anderson, Warder, and Sannemann, with power to
add to their number,-and that five members form a quorum."
This was seconded by Mr. Hillas, and carried unanimously.
A cordial vote of thanks was unanimously voted to Mr.
Propert for his kindness in attending the meeting, and for his
active benevolence on behalf of the profession, which having
been responded to by Mr. Propert, the meeting was dis-
solved.

UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREW’S.&mdash;List of gentlemen
who had the degree of Doctor of Medicine conferred upon
them, May 7th, 1852:-Francis Ayrton, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C.,
Liverpool; William Burns Beatson, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Peck-
ham, Surrey, H. E. I. Co.’s S., Bengal; James Strange Biggs,
M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Devizes, Wilts; Charles Blatherwick,
M.R.C.S., Tichfield, Hampshire, E.; James Boyd, Lic. Fac.
Phys. & Surg. Glasgow, Beitb, Ayrshire; Richard Cross,
M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Scarborough; Robert Butterfield Cum-
ming, M.R.C.S., London; James Drummond, M.R.C.S. Ed.,
Edinburgh; David Duncan, M.R.C.S. Ed., Glasgow; Edward
O’Callaghan Foott, M.R.C.S., Cork, Ireland ; Benjamin God-
frey, L.A.C., Romsey, Hampshire; Edmund Grosvenor Goulden,
M.R.C S. & L.A.C., Hazel Grove, Cheshire; John Grabham,
F.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Essex; Horace Edward Philogonius John-
son, L.A.C., London; William Locke, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Hod-
desdon, Herts; Charles Martin, M.R.C.S. Ed., Leicester;
Samuel Mault, M.R.C.S.Ed., Nagercoil, S. Travancore, East
Indies; James M’Cann, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., London; Richard
Budd Painter, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., London; George Newport
Pick stock, M.R.C.S., Belize, Honduras, West Indies; John
James Ridge, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Gravesend, Kent; Francis
Salter, M.R.C.S. & L.A.C., Hayes, Middlesex; Samuel Stacy
Skipton, London; Thomas James Vallance, M.RC.S. & L.A.C.,
Stratford House, Essex; Watkin Sandom Whylock, M.R.C.S.,
Southwark; William White Williams, M.R.C.P.L. & M.R.C.S.,
Gloucester; John Wills, M.R.C.S., Wiltshire. Mr. Benjamin
Thomas Moore passed the requisite examinations, but in con-
sequence of an informality in his certificates, his degree was
temporarily deferred.

BRITISH LYING-IN HOSPITAL FOR MARRIED WOMEN.
- This hospital, which was opened in Endell-street, Long-acre,
last February, and upon the erection of which a large sum of
money had been expended, is, we regret to learn, so crippled
in finances as to be compelled to close a number of its wards.
This deficiency in its exchequer arises from numberless deaths
amongst its old supporters, and the withdrawal of others. It
is, however, to be hoped that so useful an institution, after
dispensing its benefits for 103 years, will not be allowed to
languish from want of proper support.

BRISTOL ASYLUM FOR ’IHE BLIND.&mdash;According to
the last medical report, there were admitted last month
twenty-five into this asylum, of whom one lost sight from
atrophy, three from small-pox, three from amaurusis, thirteen
from inflammation, and two were congenital cases. In no case
of accident was the vision of both eyes destroyed, but the loss
of the second eye was caused by inflammation consequent upon
the injury in the first instance,

Locx HOSPITAL AND ASYLUM.&mdash;The governors of

this admirable institution have appealed to the public in its
. behalf. During the year not a single application was ref sed,
’ and numbers were not only restored to health and to their

forfeited position in society, but were also supplied with
respectable situations, through the generous humanity of the

. acting officers of the hospital and asylum.
At the weekly Board of the Queen’s Hospital, Bir-

mingham, held on Friday last. the Rev. Prebendary GRAY in the
. chair; present, J. E. Piercy Esq., Vlessrs D. Barndt. G. Taylor,
’ E. T. Cox, J. Griffin, M. Banks, J. Suckling, J. Watson, and
l T. Boucher-the election of Dr. Heslop as Physician was ordered

to be entered on the minutes. The Dean of the Faculty, in sub-
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mitting the communication from the Council of the Queen’s
College, called the attention of the Board to the fundamental
laws of the Hospital on this head. On the occurrence of a

vacancy in the staff of medical officers, the rules provide that
candidates be invited, not only by public advertisement in the
local, but also in the London journals, to offer themselves, and to
forward their testimonials to the Council of the Queen’s College
on a certain day. On the receipt of the testimonials, the same
are submitted to the Professors, who are pledged on their honour,
without fear, favour, or affection, to report on the qualifications
of the candidate or candidates; not simply whether such or such
candidates are legally qualified, but to select the candidate or can-
didates "who, in their judgment, is or are best qualified, profes-
sionally and otherwise," and to specify the grounds which had
guided them in making such a selection. The report is then
submitted to the Council for their judgment, and afterwards for-
warded to the Hospital Board, who are required to take steps to
submit the appointment for confirmation by the Governors of the
Hospital assembled at their annual meeting. By this plan it is
found that the best interests of the sick and suffering are pro-
tected, and the candidate is not compelled to seek his appointment
through a lawyer’s office, or owe his election to the creation of
votes at the eleventh hour, but stands on his own merits. The
appointments of the Queen’s Hospital are held for ten years, sub-
ject to re-election once ; and in accordance with this rule the
present medical officers will vacate their appointments, subject to
re-election, at the next annual meeting.
GRAVESEND AND MILTON DISPENSARY.&mdash;This Week,

the second annual meeting of governors was held, -Nlr. H.
Ditchburn in the chair, when Mr. Stewart read the report,
from which it appeared that during the year 529 patients had
been received, of whom 417 were discharged cured, 116 re-
lieved, 77 were under treatment, and 19 were pronounced in-
curable. Mr. Churchill, the resident surgeon, resigned, and
Mr. Hight was appointed his successor. In hand there was a
balance of &pound;298. The report complained very justly of the
want of an infirmary, as there was no hospital nearer than
Maid,tone or London; and it was ultimately resolved by the
governors to adopt immediate and energetic measures to have
one erected in the locality.

MORAL TREATMENT OF THE INSANE. - In the
Wolverhampton pauper lunatic asylum, under Dr. Mannix,
straps, and all similar restraints, are abolished, with the best
success. If a patient becomes violent, the attendants are
authorized to call in as much help as they require until the
arrival of the doctor. At Williamburgh, newspapers have
been lately introduced into lunatic asylums, and are read with
the utmost avidity by the patients, upon whom such indulgence
has the most beneficial effect.

CONVICTION FOR ADULTERATED PEPPER. - At
Chelmsford, an extensive grocer has been prosecuted by the
Inland Board of Revenue, and convicted in a penalty of &pound;50,
for selling adulterated pepper.&mdash;Provincial Paper.
HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING

SATURDAY, illAY 15.-The mortality of the metropolis exhibits
in this Return a considerable increase on that of the preceding
week. In the week that ended 8th May, the deaths fell to
972; in the week ending last Saturday they rose to 1070. Last
week was marked by a rise of mean temperature from 48’10
to 52.7&deg;; the wind, which had blown with remarkable con-
stancy for nearly three months from the north-east, changed
to south-west on Friday, the 7th, and continued in the same
direction throughout last week, and there were frequent
showers of rain. Compared with the facts of the previous
week, the present Return discovers an increase in deaths
caused by epidemics from 193 to 234, while in those from
diseases of the respiratory organs the numbers are almost
identical. There is an increase from 130 to 142 in deaths by
phthisis. Diseases of the heart also rose in the two weeks
from 37 to 45; those of the digestive organs from 60 to 74.
Amongst epidemics the increase arises chiefly from small-pox,
and in the next place from scarlatina. The former malady
was fatal last week to 38 children and 8 adults, altogether to
46 persons; the latter to 44. In only 4 cases of small-pox is
it stated that vaccination had been performed, apparently
with effect, and in these the ages were as follow:-5, 18, 28,
and 41 years. Zymotics in the aggregate produce at present
considerably more than the average mortality of the season.
Last week, the births of 712 boys and 689 girls, in all 1401
children, were registered in London. The average number
in seven corresponding weeks of 1845-51 was 1380.

THE

ANALYTICAL SANITARY
COMMISSION.

RECORDS OF THE RESULTS OF

MICROSCOPICAL AND CHEMICAL ANALYSES
OF THE

SOLIDS AND FLUIDS

CONSUMED BY ALL CLASSES OF THE PUBLIC

In the next Report of the Commission, which will be pub-
lished in THE LANCET of May 29th, the subject of

SPICES,
AND THEIR

ADULTERATIONS,
Will be continued.

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES
OF

Members of the Medical & Surgical Profession
OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

The subject of the next Portrait & Biography will be

ARCHIBALD BILLING, M.D., F.R.S.,
EXAMINER IN MEDICINE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A Quach’s Victim.&mdash;We regret that’it is not in our power to assist our
correspondent. Redress might be ottained in a court of law. As long as
the editors of newspapers admit into their pages advertisements of so

objectionable a nature, the infamous impostors and their accomplices are
certain to thrive. The proprietors of such journals we consider to be
almost as culpable as the extortionists themselves. The only way in
which the plans and practices of these pests to society can be frustrated,
is for the profession to denounce to their patients all those periodicals
whose columns are disgraced and polluted by the disgusting advertise-
ments of travelling quacks and mock medical practitioners. The clique
mentioned are all intimately connected with each other. One of them only
holds a diploma, which answers all the purposes required by the " CoM’
pany." It is, indeed, time that a reformation took place in the law re-
specting persons assuming titles to which they have no claim. We need

only add, that the victims who are ensnared into their nets are persons
totally ignorant of the frauds and dangerous doings of these impudent
scoundrels. A Quack’s Victim would do well to consult a practitioner
of known respectability.

IT would be giving the absurd fraud too much importance to publish the
i " poetical effusion" of ill)-. Hudibras, junior.
A Junior Member oftjze Profession.-The Students’ Namber of THE LANCET

is published in the last week of September in each year. Our correspondent
can obtain all the information he requires by perusing the number pub-
lished in September last.


